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ABSTRACT

The body of Indo-Fijian literature contributes significantly to the field of postcolonial diaspora
studies. However, the visibility of this literature on the global platform is limited, largely because it
emanates from a geographically and economically small country, Fiji. Though the scale of writing
that has emerged from Fiji in the twentieth century is considerably large, little attention has been
paid to the study of literature produced by the Indo-Fijians.

This dissertation examines the notion of ‘home’ through the works of Sudesh Mishra, a
contemporary Indo-Fijian poet. With an Indian ancestry of indenture, Mishra belongs to the fourth
generation of diasporic Indians in Fiji, alleging his multiple identity not just as an Indo-Fijian, but as
a citizen of the world. Mishra’s poems are a repository of both personal and collective memories of
the Indo-Fijian population that has witnessed double displacement in a decade. While indenture in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century was driven by dire economic conditions in the Indian
homeland, a hundred years later series of political coups turned Indo-Fijians into migrants once
again.

This study, through a close examination of Mishra’s poems, attempts to answer questions about the
role of poetry in defining notions of home and citizenship against national and transnational
networks, and contribute to the discussions around the gradually increasing corpus of Indo-Fijian
literature.
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